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	Curriculum intent
	The Pearson BTEC Level 1/Level 2 Tech Award in Child Development is for learners who want to acquire sector-specific applied knowledge through vocational contexts by planning, developing and adapting play opportunities suitable for young children across five areas of development as part of their Key Stage 4 learning. The qualification recognises the value of learning applied knowledge and vocational attributes to complement GCSEs. The qualification will broaden learners’ experience and understanding of the varied progression options available to them. The Tech Award gives learners the opportunity to develop applied knowledge and understanding of how children learn through play, and how to support children to play, learn and develop. Learners will be covering component 2 and 3 this year.

	Term
	Autumn 1
	Autumn 2
	Spring 1
	Spring 2
	Summer 1
	Summer 2

	Knowledge
	Component 2: Learning Through Play

Learners will develop an understanding of how play activities can influence children’s learning between the ages of birth and five years old. They will consider the different types of play in which children engage, and how activities can support children’s learning and progress across the five areas of development.

Overview of knowledge:
In this component, they will look at the different stages of play and types of play that children experience between birth and five years old and how play can be structured by adults to encourage and influence learning. They will look at play opportunities that adults can provide for children in community settings, in the home and in early years settings. They will learn how specific activities and resources can promote learning across the five areas of development.
In this component they will develop an understanding of the theory and practices to plan activities that encourage children to learn and develop. Being confident in planning activities that benefit children’s learning and development is a highly regarded skill in the early years sector.
	Component 3: Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop

Learners will investigate how a child learns and develops and how to adapt activities to support the inclusion of all children in play.

Overview of Knowledge:
This external component builds on knowledge, understanding and practices acquired and developed in Components 1 and 2, and includes synoptic assessment. Learners will complete activities related to children’s play, learning and development and will plan how to support children with individual needs. This component will develop their knowledge and understanding of the individual needs that can have an impact on a child’s learning and development. They will learn about the physical, 
cognitive/intellectual, communication and language, and social and emotional needs that children may experience. They will also investigate the role of the adult in making sure that all children are safe when engaging in play activities. They will investigate how activities can be adapted to ensure all children can join in with play and promote their learning and development.

	Skills
	Learning Outcomes:
A Understand how children play
B Understand how children’s learning can be supported through play.
	Assessment objectives:
AO1 Know about adaptations that may need to be made to activities for children in order to meet individual needs and support learning and development, promote inclusion and be aware of the role of the adult in managing safe environments
AO2 Demonstrate understanding of the types of adaptations that may need to be made to activities due to a child’s individual needs, and environmental risks and hazards that may impact children’s learning and development
AO3 Apply knowledge and understanding to adapt activities to meet children’s individual needs and promote inclusion
AO4 Making connections between areas of development, children’s individual needs and activities to ensure the adapted activities best support individual children to develop and to promote inclusion

	Assessments
	Component 2: Learning Through Play
Non-exam internal assessment set by Pearson, marked by the centre and moderated by Pearson. The Pearson-set Assignment will be completed in approximately 6 hours of supervised assessment and marked out of 60.  

September – December 2025 PSA 2 assessment window.

Mock assessments will be done throughout the component in preparation for the Pearson Set Assignment.
	Component 3: Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop
External assessment set and marked by Pearson, completed under supervised conditions. The assessment will be completed in 2 hours within the period timetabled by Pearson and will be marked out of 60.

May/June 2026: Supporting Children to Play, Learn and Develop exam 

Sample assessment materials will be used to help prepare learners for assessment.

	Enrichment 
	Websites to use for enrichment when out of lessons to further knowledge and understanding:
Websites:
https://study.sagepub.com/walleranddavis3e/student-resources/child-observation-videos 
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-secret-life-of-4-and-5-year-olds 
https://www.unicef.org/parenting/child-care 
	Websites to use for enrichment when out of lessons to further knowledge and understanding:

Websites:
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/born-to-be-different/on-demand/32762-001 
 https://www.pentagonplay.co.uk/news-and-info/inclusive-play-focus-for-children-with-special-educational-needs 
https://www.twinkl.co.uk/resources/eyfs-ks1-planning-and-assessment-adult-led-focus-plans/eyfs-ks1-planning-and-assessment-adult-led-focus-plans-psed/eyfs-ks1-planning-and-assessment-adult-led-focus-plans-psed-circle-time 
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